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J}iE
Official forecasts for to-day Indicate showers

and warmer weather.

Ambassador Bayard may be chas¬

tened, but he is not silenced.

Morton was nominated quietly, Mc-
Kinley was cheered boisterously.

When Mr. Chandler talks of "fat,"
fuss, feathers and felony he alliterates
as well as reiterates.

Carnegie sells steel rails to Japan
cheaper than McKinley is willing Ohio
roads should have them.

"While Mm Lease lectured on "Christ
or Caesar," a constable seized her bag¬
gage for Caesar.and a dry-goods bill.

Bryant Park is advocated as a site
for the library because it is accessible
to all parts of the city for a five-cent
fare.

The Republican party is forty years
of age. According to the recent ob¬
servations of Mr. Chandler it is "fat"
and forty.

When the St. Louis incubator is final¬

ly opened it will be discovered that a

large collection of china nest egg's were

worked off on the G. O. P.

Mark A. Hanna's strictures on Sen¬
ator Chandler are not to the point.
Chandler may be a pipe for "sewer
gas," of which Hanna is the source.

.Senator I>avis's divorce from his
Presidential chances was very easily
secured. The co-respondency of the
McKinley boom was strongly in evi¬
dence.

Now that the McKinley position in

regard to the financial chicken coop is
hard to explain, Mark Hanna wants to
taik about protection or something else
not so unpleasant.
Piatt's pink pills for the political

complexion will hardly bring the Pres-
Mential glow to the cheeks of Morton,

general indigestion produced by
-e Raines bill signature is a disorder

that cannot be overcome.

The Big Four of New York politics
have dropped Hiacock for Edward Lau-
t«rbach. That indicates that Piatt's
quarter has grown to a third share,
while Lepew and Miller are happy to
retain depreciating shares.

After a long period of doing nothing
.'the members of Mr. Reed's House are

'now engaged in going home to look
after their fences. Unless the plans of
the people miscarry a large number
of them will be provided with excellent
facilities for staying at home.

Governor Bradley, of Kentucky, is
interfering with the triumph of the
McKinley sentiment. It is not proba¬
ble that he expects to obtain the Pres¬
idential nomination, but he may in¬
terrupt the progress long enough to ex¬
act promises for the Vice-Presidency.
The Republican opponents of McKin¬

ley are being made to realize the sort
of tactics the Democratic party has
oeen compelled to meet and combat
ever since the system of class and
special legislation was inaugurated.
The protected Industries are always
willing to pay well for their franchises
for overtaxing the people.

"In the opinion of the Republican
politicians," observes a Republican ex¬

change, "McKinley cannot be nomi¬
nated." But the Republican politicians
and the Republican bosses will not be
permitted to make the St. Louis nom-'
ination. The protected Industries know
their man, and they also know how to
reach the people who make up the
Republican nominating conventions.
McKinleyism is the nourishment upon
which the specially favored thrive, and
they are willing to pay well for the
privilege.

THE STATE EXCISE COMMIS-
SIONERSHIP.

Long before Governor Morton had af¬
fixed his name to the Raines bill the
question, "Who will be the State Ex¬
cise Commissioner?" was a subject of
fevered discussion among the well-in¬
formed politicians, who comprehended
the real purport of the measure, and
realized that the office which it cre¬

ated would carry with it a power such
as is wielded by no other man in the
State. The interest in the appointment
becomes more and more intense as the
time draws near for the naming of the
incumbent of the office, and its enor¬

mous importance as a political weapon
becomes more generally understood.
The State Excise Commissioner will

be appointed by Mr. Morton with the
consent of the Senate, and there are

some far-seeing thinkers in the com¬

munity who believe that Mr. Piatt's
still small voice will be heard in the
matter. The State Excise Commis¬
sioner will hold office for five years,
and there Is no clause in the "wise
and beneficent legislation" which is so

.oca* to become a law that will enable

the citizens of an oppressed State to
dislodge him from his strong-hold, un¬

less he should choose to send in his own
resignation. There are philosophers
among us, men who habitually look far
into the future and see with prophetic
eyes, who believe that a man placed
in such an office by our present Execu¬
tive, with the consent of the Senate
and within hearing distance of the

silver-tongued Dictator, will never re¬

sign.
In fact, the position is too much of

a "good thing" for any one to let go
of. It is not given to every politician
to find himself ait the head of an or¬

ganization of which every liquor dealer
in the State is a member and under
direct obligations to himself for per¬
mission to live and carry on business.
And the State Excise Commissioner
cannot only grant liquor licenses on

the recommendation of the dummy
whom he himself has appointed and
who holds office at his (the Commis¬
sioner's) pleasure, but he can also make

things very uncomfortable for any sa¬

loon keeper who disobeys his com¬

mands.
Blackmail was possible under the

old regime, but under the new order of
things it is likely to become one of the
exact sciences. The saloon politician,
always an Influential factor in the
city's affairs, will become, under the
new law, a person of infinitely greater
power than he ever was before, for he
will absorb the business of a score of
small beer saloons and clubs, that will
be forced out of existence, and that
power, founded on the secure rock of
State and municipal patronage, must
be exerted in behalf of his political
master.
The pen with which Governor Morton

signed what will certainly prove to be
his own political death warrant will
be given, it is said, to a temperance so¬

ciety, whose members have been de¬
luded into the belief that the bill is de¬
signed to promote sobriety and godli¬
ness and destroy the power of the rum-

seller.
One of these days, perhaps, the good

people who belong to this temperance
society will understand exactly what
was aimed at by the wily politicians
who framed the cunning and deceptive
measure. Then they will not place such
a high value on the steel pen as they
do to-day. On the contrary, they will
come to regard it as a gold brick, with
the plating worn off its corners.

Spanish civilization in Cuba retards
American civilization on the Western
Hemisphere.

HAS DYG ERT BEEN MURDERED?
The refusal of Butcher-General Wey-

ler to reply to our Consul's application
for the facts in the case of "Walter
Grant Dygert bodes ill for the young
American.
As an American citizen he is entitled

under'the treaty to a civil trial. This
protects him from court-martial and
death before an execution squad, but
prisoners awkward to hold in Spanish
jails are found hanged in their cells or

shot while attempting to escape, accord¬
ing to official reports, wfth extraordinary
frequency. Only a few weeks ago two
prominent prisoners in the jail at Santa
Clara were reported to have hanged
themselves to their window gratings
on the same night. A death "from
fever" has more than once saved the
Government from the embarrassment
of trying a man too conspicuously in¬
nocent.
Has Dygert been murdered, as others

have been, and only the formal an¬

nouncement of his death omitted from
the usual process?
In any other ostensibly civilized coun¬

try on the glbbe Dygert's release would
have followed the first demonstration
of his identity, but in Cuba, under
the hideous "incommunicado" rule, the
fact of his innocence does not weigh
to make his position easier. He is not
allowed to communicate with his Con¬
sul or anybody else, and is consequently
shut off from proving that he did not
commit the crime with which he Is
charged, and in prison he remains un¬

less some accident calls attention to
his case.

Twice, according to Consul-General
Williams, he has made application to
Weyler for information in the case. Ap¬
parently these applications have not
received even the courtesy of a refusal
to give the information.
A month has elapsed since Mr. Will¬

iams was told that an American citi¬
zen was detained in Guinea Jail, sub¬
ject to unusual hardships and in im¬
minent danger of being done to death
in accordance with the usual. custom
of disposing of troublesome prisoners.
It was not until the State Department
at Washington had invoked the Amer¬
ican Consulate at Havana by cable
that the tardy notice came that no at¬
tention was paid to the application for
the facts in the Dygert case. Mean¬
while the unfortunate American re¬

mained in the foul jail at Guines, herd¬
ed in with other suspects, for all the
Spanish jails are full of prisoners now.

Being an American, Dygert is un¬

doubtedly made the target for more

abuse than the real rebels. The mili¬
tary commandant is quoted as grum¬
bling because he was brought in alive;
he was spat upon when he was

marched " jail with his arms

bound i- and the full measure
of his irs to be that he is
an Ai riginally taken into
custc 1 colonel, whom the

Spa; rticularly anxious to

catch, lie now suffers.if he Is yet alive
.because of their disappointment.

If Dygert has not secretly been done
to death, which is not as unlikely as

people in civilized lands may think, he
has been treated even worse than is

known, and the Spanish Government
does not dare let him tell of it. There
can be no other reason for the con¬

temptuous ignoring- of our Consul's ap¬

plication. The question now is, will
the Government at Washington accept
this report of Mr. Williams as final, or

will It compel the Butcher-General to
account for the American in his
shambles ?

Despite Whitney's denial and in spite
of his wishes there is a quiet consid¬
eration of his candidacy In Washington
and elsewhere.

FOR PURE FOODS.
Representative Evans, of Kentucky,

introduced a bill in Congress to secure

pure liquors. It was supported by Rep¬
resentative Cummings, of New York,
as a measure intended to protect hu¬
man life. Mr. Cummings stated that a

famous brand of liquors purchased for
a sick man, on analysis, proved to be
a decoction of wood alcohol, whiskey
and strychnine. The bill proposes to

prevent frauds upon the public and
the internal revenue. Mr. Cummings
urges, very cogently, that, while it is
a bad thing to defraud the revenue

to put money into the pockets of the
liquor dealers, it is infinitely worse to

endanger or sacrifice human life.
The provisions of the bill are not

fully stated in the dispatqhes, but if it
were enlarged In scope or supplemented
by legislation to prevent food adultera¬
tions it would secure heartier support
in Congress and be more beneficial to
the people. The objects of the bill, as

stated, are important, for, while men

will drink, they ought to be assured
that licensed dealers do not sell poison¬
ous liquors. But it Is more important
still to protect the people against food
adulterations. They are compelled to
purchase foods, while the purchase of
liquors is optional. There are excel¬
lent regulations in this city for some

food supplies, but there are others
which call for national restrictions.

Those deluded negroes of Georgia
who prepared to ascend to heaven from
a convenient mountain top have re¬

turned to the valleys to pick cotton.
They were seven years too early, the
leader says.

TWO INSPIRED POETS.
Literary England, in vaunting itself

upon the poetical achievement of the
unknown bard who wrote the verse of
welcome on the occasion of the recent
visit to Brighton of the Prince of
Wales, forgets America's ola." . to su¬

premacy on the same lines. It has been
a moot question, from the time of
the first Versifactor Regis up to the
appointment of the present Poet Lau¬
reate of England, as to whether the

perfunctory efforts of a paid rhymster
might equal the dash and eloquence of
a genius suddenly Inspired on an ex¬
alted occasion.
The Amalgamated Poets of Great

Britain consider the question to be set¬
tled against the pretensions of the sal¬
aried singer, in view of the salutatory
ode to the Prince by the unnamed
minstrel, whose passionate lines ap¬
peared over the triumphal arch under
which the royal equipage swept. These
are the words of the unknown English
poet:
To Brighton comes the Prince this day,
So give him a right royal welcome aye,
And one cheer more for the Princess who
Would have come If able to.
Granting all that England claims for

her new bard, it is well that New
Yorkers should remember a more brill¬
iant flash of genius on the part of a

municipal officer of this town, who
leaped at one bound into world-wide
fame in our own beautiful city. It was
Rollin M. Squire, then Commissioner
of Public Works, who, on the occasion
of the funeral of Ulysses S. Grant,
wrote with one hand upon the facade
of the City Hall, where reposed the
mortal remains of the soldier-states¬
man, the ringing words that sounded
around the world:
He held aloft our Sword of Fire,
A world-watched, envied nation,

Where Freedom sang, while trembling kings
Bespoke our desolation.

No faltering marked the Titan's task.
No shrinking from the trial,

He held his own till Oppression's hand
Fell shattered from Time's dial.
To be sure, a calloused Mayor, In

whose soul was no music, caused drap¬
eries to be hung over Mr. Squire's
weird and glowing verses, so that a

part of their effect was lost. Never¬
theless it behooves us to remember
that nothing can rob New York of that

poetic memory, any more than Alfred
Austin can obliterate from the minds
of the English people the inspired
words of his unofficial and unknown
rival.
And posterity will judge between

England and America as to the re¬

spective claims of the two poets we

have quoted to the laurel wreath of
an undying fame.

AMERICA TO THE FORE.
Among the contestants for prizes and

honors in Europe are American artists.
In commerce, in industry, in athletic
sports, in field sports, in jurisprudence,
in literature, in scientific research and
in practical surgery Americans have
taken high honors and occupy distin¬

guished positions, but in art bo\h the

people of this country and those of

Europe have denied the progress of

American competition. However just
that may have been twenty years ago,
it is neither just nor true now. Amer¬
ican artists will have pictures at every
exhibition in Europe this year. Amer¬
ican landscape painters have blazed
the way to an individuality which is
quickly followed by historical and dec¬
orative painters^
The impulse which is driving this

noble Republic on to her manifest des¬
tiny politically is also prompting- her
citizens to contend for the highest re-<

wards in their respective avocations. In
all branches Of human endeavor Amer¬
icans are destined to become eminent,
and those who are eminent elsewhere
will Dome here to satisfy ambition or to
obtain wealth.

) Four times in great national elec¬
tions the Democrats have beaten the
McKinley idea; now they will scotch
the blight upon industry by beating
the one-ideaed man.

MR. NAPOLEON M'KINLEY'S
CHANCES.

The Journal's poll of the States and
Territories printed yesterday morning
Indicated a Republican stampede tow¬
ard McKinley. Experts prophesy that
Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Flor¬
ida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Ken¬
tucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri,
Mississippi, Nebraska, North Carolina,
Ohio, Oregon, South Dakota, Tennes¬
see, Washington, "West Virginia, Wis¬
consin and Wyoming will vote almost
solidly for McKinley on the first bal¬
lot. Pennsylvania, pledged for Quay,
will go to McKinley on the second bal¬
lot, as will also Arizona, Idaho, Neva¬
da, California, and Alabama, if the Re¬
publican National committeemen in
those States are not mistaken. Chair¬
man Joseph Manley, who has charge
of Mr. Thomas B. Reed's cam¬

paign, apparently has good reason for
the discouragement which he does not
hesitate ito express. The declaration of

Connecticut for McKinley shows that
not even New England is solidly in
favor of advancing Mr. Reed from the
throne of the Czar of the House to the
chair of the President of the United
States. Indeed, Vermont, Rhode Isl¬
and, Maine, Massachusetts and New
Hampshire are the only States which
are likely, according to the present in¬
dications, to give Mr. Reed a majority
of their votes on the first ballot. Al¬
lison and Quay will get complimentary
votes from their States, while Mon¬
tana, Nevada and Idaho perversely per¬
sist in the foolish determination to
push J. Donald Cameron's forlorn hope
along.
Lp to this point It will be observed

that it has not been necessary to men¬

tion Mr. Morton's name. Mr. Piatt's
Morton boom seems to be purely local
to New York. A hint comes from the
Terrapin State that a majority of its
delegates may vote for Morton, but
even if the highly respected and
smooth-faced Governor does get a few
votes from Maryland in addition to
those of the New York State delegation,
it must still be admitted that his
chances for the nomination seem slim

And how infinitely uncertain is New
York, even! Tuesday night's conven¬
tion was like a herd of Texan cattle
before a thunder storm.ready to stam¬
pede.

If it Is really true that the New York
boss will fight for Mr. Morton to the
finish, then it seems more than possible
that Napoleon McKinley, Esq., may
reverse history and give Mr. Welling¬
ton Piatt a Waterloo. And it is softly
whispered that the sunken road which
Mr. McKinley's opponents are likely to
ride into unawares is a plank road, and
that its most dangerous board is the
financial plank in the Ohio platform.
But the year is young. There are

astute politicians who believe paradox¬
ically that the greatest weakness of
the McKinley boom lies in its very
strength that is, that his managers
have been in so great a hurry to work
up enthusiasm for him that time
enough still remains for the enthusiasm
to fade away. That would be like put¬
ting the climax in the first act of the
play. Many things may happen dur-
ing the weeks which will intervene
between the rosy present and the St.
Louis Convention. Benjamin Harrison
may happen. History is not without
record of statesmen who have with¬
drawn their withdrawals.

Manley predicts that Reed's strength
will steadil^ increase, but omits to
specify where the boom will collapse.

In defending the South African raid¬
ers Attorney Clarke is trying to prove
that the Boers invaded Jameson's ter¬
ritory.

Senator Davis retired without a con¬

test against the McKinley sentiment,
and now claims a reward for self-sac¬
rifice.

Japanese railways buy the same steel
rails for $21.26 a ton that our railways
pay $29 for. The wheat and cotton of
the farmers pay the difference in pro¬
tection.

Governor Bradley is contemplating a
call for an extra session of the Ken¬
tucky Legislature. In that case he
may abandon hope for a call to the
Vice-Presidency.

The political situation is rapidly de¬
veloping a great opportunity for a few
unselfish Democratic leaders. The peo¬
ple are by no means disposed to place
themselves at the mercy of the men

who have grown rich by collecting un¬

reasonable tolls and unjust taxes on
the necessaries of life.

As to Theosophy
Up a Tfee.

Let me linger for a moment by the ashes
of Mr. William Q. Judge, the dead president
of the Aryan Theosophical Society, and tell
the truth about the harmless fraud to which
this otherwise creditable man devoted the
best years of his life. Mr. Judge s secre¬

tary says that his late employer was "a
member of a great secret brotherhood of
sages, who have their headquarters in
Thibet, and I can state positively that both
Jesus and Goutama Buddha were members
of the same when they appeared on earth,
and are to this day." The secretary follows
on the heels of this blasphemy with the de¬
tails of a personal experience:
"Three years ago I was sitting with him,

conversing, when suddenly his face trans¬
formed completely. I found myself speak¬
ing to a man who looked like a Chinese
mandarin. He had a small, black mustache,
and long, black, straight hair fell down his
shoulders. Then he laughed, re-became
William Q. Judge and kept on talking.
Mme. Blavatsky once did a similar act in
my presence. She transformed into a man,
with a little black mustache, and defiantly
said: 'You can't call me an "old lady" now!
"On one occasion a Mahatma, a full adept

of Thibet, came to New York in his physical
body for the purpose of giving Mr. Judge
some Important instruction. He was here
several weeks. As late as September, 18 ,

one of the fraternity was in New York to
see him.
"Once I heard him repeat a strange, mys¬

tical word in such a way that it made the
whole room vibrate."
The magic-working Mahatma of Thibet s

an invention of the fat and astute Blavat¬
sky. I knew her. and she was the Mother
of Humbugs. When I talked to Mme. Diss
Debar as she lay half-naked on a straw mat¬
tress in a Itoman prison, she reminded me

strangely of Blavatsky. Diss Debars source
of argument was Hart's book on black
art." Blavatsky was a cleverer woman and
created the miraculous Mahatma, the Mrs.
'Arris of Asia.
I take the occasion of Mr. Judge's death

to announce that the supreme head of The-
osophy, the arch-priest, hlerophant and mys-
teriarch, Col. Olcott, not long ago practical¬
ly confessed that the occult branch of bis
society was a swindle. And I make this
statement upon the authority of the great¬
est living Oriental scholar of the world,
Professor Max Muller, of Oxford University.
It is a long step to India. It is a longer step
to Thibet. The mountains are high, the
passes are difficult and the people are shy
and averse to strangers. Thibet is a con¬

venient place for miracle-mongers. Investi¬
gation is difficult. But there is not an Ori¬
ental scholar living.and I take the word of
Professor Max Muller for it-who ever en¬

countered in Thibetan literature a word
about the esoteric nonsense propagated by
Olcott, Blavatsky, Judge and their asso¬
ciates and victims.
In the early part of this century Alex¬

ander Csoma, a young Hungarian scholar,
was seized with a desire to know whether
the Magyar language originated In Thibet
or Mongolia. He made his way on foot into
Thibet and spent nearly four years in the
monasteries, studying the sacred books with
the assistance of learned lamas. In 1823 he
lived in the monastery of Yaiiglo. in Zans-
kar, and read 320 large volumes, the basis
of all Thibetan learning and religion. lor
more than four months in the Winter he was

confined with a lama and an attendant in an

apartment nine feet square. "Here he read
from morning till night, sitting enveloped In
a sheepskin cloak, with his arms folded and
without a fire. After dark he was without a

light, the ground forming his bed and the
walls of the building his pcotectlon against
the rigors of the climate." Dr. Gerard of
the Bengal Medical Service, who visited
Csoma In Thibet, said of the scholar's hero-
Ism at this period: "The cold was so In¬
tense as to make it a task of severity to ex¬

tricate the hands from their fleecy resort to
turn over the pages."
Yet Csoma did not find a hint of the

things claimed by the Theosoptoists. He
summed up the Thibetan philosophy and
theology in this quotation.

No vice Is to be committed;
Virtue must be perfectly practised;
Subdue entirely your desires.
This is the doctrine of Buddha.

There are no Mahatmas in Thibet, nor

anywhere else. The monks claim no mys¬
terious powers. Asceticism is practised in
those mountains as it is practised in some

of the Christian monastic orders, and for
the same reasons. The lamas and their
associates live low and think high.
Now for Colonel Olcott's confession. The

Colonel is the veiled prophet of Theosophy.
He used to be a subordinate editor of the
New York Tribune. His spotless black
broadcloth, long, siy>wy beard and gold-
rimmed spectacles idd to the lmpressive-
ness of his bearing. But there is not a
more delightful old humbug on earth. In
India he has succeeded in fooling several
hundred thousand persons who swarm un¬

der the banner of hankypankydom.
Colonel Olcott had the audacity to visit

Professor Max Muller at Oxford, and to
ask the great scholar to give a qualified
indorsement to Theosophy on the ground
that cheap publications of good Sanscrit
literature were useful to the people of
India. The Professor acknowledged that
it- was a useful thing to make the masses

acquainted with the best writings of their
race.
"But," said the Professor, you say you

want to found a new religion because the
old religions are founded on lies; and yet
you know all this talk about occult power
and Mahatmas is a common swindle.

^"All I can say is that they are facts,
replied Olcott.
"You know they are not facts, Insist¬

ed the Professor. "I give you credit for
good intentions, but you know that this
part of your work is an absolute fraud.
"Well " said the Colonel, slowly, it is

this way. When you want to plant a new

religion you must manure the soil. We are

simply manuring the soil."
"That's all I want to know about It,

answered the disgusted Professor.
JAMES CRKELMAN.

TJgrly Snags.
[Detroit Tribune.]

Some of the current booms are likely to Elnk
and become ugly snags In the channel.

A Finn no in 1 Item.
[Detroit Tribune.]

We should not advise any candidate to buy
delegates he doesn't need, Just because they are

cheap.

To Make It Complete.
[Detroit Tribune.]

To make a complete thing of it, John Sherman
should now try to recollect himself.

A Man in the Honne.
[Detroit Tribune.]

The Morton boom Isn't doing a thing but look¬
ing reproachfully at Buffalo, and shrieking that
there is a man in the house.

Will Xot Point with Pride.
v [Washington Star.]

Senator Hale's constituents 'will not be likely
to point with pride to the resolution of thanks
sent to the Senator by the Spanish in Havana.

LITERARY SHOP-TALK*
Miss Elizabeth Stuart Phelps (whose many

admiring friends have been trying for the
last five or six years to remember that she
ought to be spoken of as Mrs. Herbert
Ward) has added to -the long list of her pub¬
lished books "The Supply at St. Agatha's,"
a strongly conceived and admirably executed
short story, published by Houghton, Mifflin
& Co. Who else, Indeed, could have writ¬
ten it?

It must be admtited, even by those of us

who find an especial pleasure in the perusal
of tales dealing with the religious life, that
the unskilled writer manufactures church
stories with terrible facility. The freckled
young lady who teaches school in
the country, after she has hoisted
the American flag andi wiped the
little girls' nose^, ancl made the
little boys put wood In the stove, devotes
herself to the pedagogic routine with praise¬
worthy assiduity and profound dread of the
visiting inspector. But in a corner of her
desk there lies (flanked by deodands in the
shape of slingshots, and perfumed by con¬

fiscated packages of chewing gum) a little
roll of manuscript, tied with a knot of the
bright blue ribbon which red-headed school
teachers always wear. This is the manu¬

script of her first story, the first of the long
series which will prove to the world that
the freckles were specks on the window-
pane of a splendid soul. Apart from the
fact tlhat she writes a legible hand, earnest¬
ness of purpose is the young lady's only
qualiflcaitlon for the pursuit of» literature.
She has seen nothing. Her straight, honest
lips, the lower one slightly weatheT-cracked,
are Innocent of kisses; her ears, cocked ex¬

pectantly at her birth, have heard no whis¬
per" of love; the meeting house Is the cen¬

tre of the only world she knows, and, inev¬
itably, she writes about the parson with one

lung and two mortgages on his house. So
mndi of the sort of fiction which she might
be expected to produce has been published
that the average reader turns impatiently
aside from the very best stock the churchly
novelist can possibly put In his soup. This Is
a pity.
There are, after all, but three dominant

objects in our common life; to get love, to
get money and to get to Heaven. Bread-
winning is always a tedious topic. Love-
making Is only to be treated, lu our lan¬
guage, according to a conventionalized pat¬
tern as false as the flower-de-luce on a chev¬
ron. With the religious novel as Anthony
Trollope wrote It our American life is not
in touch. That great master of English Ac¬
tion, who knew more tjbout realism than all1
the Goncourt school put together, wrote of
the English established church as an aris¬
tocratic hierarchy. He had every right to
do so, for it is as an epicyclic train, a geared
mechanical series in the complex social
structure,that the Anglican communion most
immediately affects the life of the nation.
Mrs. Humphry Ward, in her "Robert Els-
miere," dealt with religious belief in Eng¬
land as distinguished from the institution
of the church in England, and "Robert Els-
mere" was an exaggeration, as every novel
based upon an exceptional condition is an

exaggeration. If she had laid her scenf in
America the story would have been more

probable. This little book, "The Supply at
St. Agatha's," deals with an essentially
American phase of life, and deals with It
delightfully.

Letters from the People.
Project of a W'orklngman.

Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Your paper of March 15 contained an

article about obtaining power from the tides of
the Hudson and East rivers for electrical pur¬
poses which Interested me very much, as I have
believed and still believe this to be the com¬
ing power for New York Olty and surrounding
cities. Four years ago I studied out a plan for
harnessing the tides at West Point, Storm King
and Stony Point to drive electrical generators at
those places, which are to connect lurge wires
or cables for conveying the current to the cities.
My plan Is not affected by the change of tides
or ever changing speed or them, as mentioned
In your article. All parts of the plant which are
In the water are to be below navigation, and will
not be affected by either Ice or floating craft of
any kind. My reason for not bringing my plans
before the public before are, first, being a poor
mechanic I cannot afford the expense, and, sec¬
ond. I cannot find a person willing to interest
himself, as It is a very large and expensive
subject, but I write to you in the hope that you
inaiy help to bring it before somebody who will
Interest themselves in this plan, which promises
to be a very good investment. I feel the dif¬
ficulty a poor, unknown workman runs against
as soon as he seeks to interest capitalists or
scientific men in something which is not pat¬
ented or has not been proved. Mr. Editor. I
am not a crank, but a plain carpenter and mill¬
wright, who, while working at an honest trade,
has devised a way which is thoroughly practi¬
cal and simple (though expensive) for obtaining
thousands of horse power from the ever restless
flowing waters. Will you kindly help to bring
this before the machanical world, and help not
only the writer, but yourself and the people at
large? Hoping to hear from you, I am, yours
truthfully, GEORGE. F. DAVIS.
Wnppinger's Falls, Dutchess County, N. Y.,

March 23.
Injustice* of tlie Raines 1)111.

Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Among the many objections that

have been urged against the so-called Raines Ex¬
cise bill nobody, so far as I* have seen, has men¬

tioned the most Iniquitous part of it, If any one

feature of it can be oalled worse than the
others, and that Is the clause that im¬
poses a fine of $1,600 for a violation of
the law In New York Olty, while the penalty
for the same offence In the small villages a

lino of but one-fourth that sum. Could anything
be more abominably unjust than this? What
would be thought of a law that made burglary a

felony in New York City or Brooklyn and only
punished it as a misdemeanor in the small vlli
lages of the State? Another piece of rank in¬
justice is its discrimination in fixing the amount1
of the tax In different sections of the State.
Either of these clauses must surely be in viola¬
tion of the Constitution, as it certainly is a

violation of the principle of the equality of all
citizens. Taxation should be equal and penalty
for an offence against the law should be the same
for the same offence In every part of the State
If the law is what its advocates claim it is.a
State law that Is general in its application. I
am a friend of temperance and opposed to the
sale of intoxicating drinks, but first of all I am

In favor of justice and equity in the laws and
their administration; besides, this Raines abom¬
ination is not in the interest of temperance and
the good order of society. Very respectfully,

GOULD P. SMITH.
Richfield Springs, N. Y., Mafrh 23.

Protest from a G, A. R. Veteran.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Allow me through your Journal to

express my feelings on the position our Gov¬
ernor has taken on the Raines bill. I hare,
since my first vote in 1844 for Henry Clay, sup¬
ported every Whig aud Republican nominee for
the Presldencv. 1 bop<- and trust that our con¬

vention, whieii is to be'held In St. Louis, will
select any of the others named as our nominee
for the Presidency, or I shall refrain, if I live,
from doing my duty as a Republican. X coincide
with Mayor Wurster's views as regards modify¬
ing the bill. Yours. G. A. R. VETERAN.
Brooklyn, March 24.

How About This Baby f

Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Do you consider a child one hundred

days old with the following measurements a very

large one (and he is still growing)?
Weight, more than 25 pounds; chest, 19 iuchos;

hips, 21 inches; thigh, 12% inches; calf, 8 inches;
arm above the elbow, 7 inches: arm, above the
wrist. 0 inches; length, luying down, 20 inches.

MRS. M. I). PANCOAST.
Corona, L. I., March 25.

There Are Times.
[Providence Bulletin.]

The statement that when the President is dis¬
gusted with Congress he goes duck shooting is
obviously not true. There are times when he is
not duck shooting.

No Gordon This Time.
[Philadelphia Ledger.]

England will not leave another Gordon to die
at Khartoum this time, If for no other reason
than because she does not happen to have one.

"A Mouse of Gatds."
Sydney Rosenfeld Is Indeed a luminous^

person. Such coruscant playwrights ar£
rare. 'He has managed to write a four-act
comedy of to-day, called "A House of
Cards,"' about nothing in particular, and
everything in general, and to give it a>

comedy presentation at the Fifth Avenue
Theatre. Very few could do as much.
Playwrights of the ordinary stamp are
hampered by the necessities of a "plot."
They are willing and able to write if they
have but the spark of an Idea to write
about. Not so Mr. Rosenfeld. A lack ot
material does not bother him in the least,
"When he sat down to write "A House of
Cards".if indeed he did sit down, which
I doubt.he must have been ardently
thinking about nothing at all.
Yet "A House of Cards," in spite of lt*<

plotlessness, and the poverty of its original*
Ity, is bright. Mr. Rosenfeld must be tired
of hearing that ho is bright. But bright
he Is, and he has given us plenty of cleveB
talk, placed in the months of plenty of silly
people, who fail to do one single interest¬
ing thing. I can't think of any playwright
with so little to say, who could manage to
have said that little as amusingly as Mr.
Rosenfeld has done. Sydney has polish,
and refinement, and up-to-date-ness, and
one of these days a magnificent opportu¬
nity to plant these in the soil of an absorb¬
ing story will arise, and Mr. Rosenfeld will
write a big and successful play. He has
written several far worse plays than "A
House of Cards."
The object of this play Is not clear. Pos--

slbly the two daughters of Mr. and Mrs.
Lloyd Cuthbert, of Newport and New York,
are the central figures. Gwynne, the mat*
ried daughter, Is presented to us hopelessly
enmeshed in a semi-liaison, with an ex¬

ceedingly un-gay Lothario. She elopes with
this very un-gay Lothario, but just as she
had boarded his yacht prepared and even
anxious to be naughty, the spectre of a

wronged lady rises, and she Immediately
returns to her unsuspecting husband's house
and meatily resumes her position there as

though nothing had happened. It Is an lm^
moral proceeding, but it is not necessarily!
one that is untrue to life. A good-natured
busybody, of the stamp affeoted by Johai
Drew, intervenes to save her.
This meddlesome person is In love with

Eleanor, the other daughter, who has beeaj
betrothed to the very gentleman engaged in
the betrayal of married Gwynne. She
was about to sell herself to him, in order
to aid her financially embarrassed par«
ents, although he wus highly objectionable
to her. Mr. Rosenfeld, however, has not
had the courage of his convictions. While
affecting to scorn the glitter of wealth that
prompted Mrs. Cuthbert to give her Eleanor
to the unlovely Pryor, he nevertheless
contrived that in finally wedding her to
Ned Garland, she should get a gentleman
with a rich uncle. Just as we had grown
interested in the impecuniosity of Ned, Mr.
Rosenfeld became afraid. He trotted out
a rich uncle, introduced him to the young
man and permitted us to know that
Eleanor would not marry a pauper.
In fact, the playwright, while pretending

to level withering sarcasms at the Cuthberts
and their morbid society aspirations, shows
us only too plainly that he rather llkeo them
himself, and aulte sympathizes with their
struggles for dollars and cents. "A House
of Cards" proves nothing at all. and is as

devoid of object as It is of plot. When Mr.
Rosenfeld wrote It. It must have been in a

frantic desire to turn out "copy.". Perhaps
he had waited for ideas to flow. As, liovrev-
er, none came, lie sat himself down, or stood
himself up, to write In a sort of "here goes"
desperation.

I don't like the broadly farclal element
Introduced into "A House of Cards," with
Mrs. Fitzborg, a "board of health" mother,
and her two irrational daughters. These
preposterous people mar the gentle comedy
that would otherwise simmer persuasively.
They aro people who might Indulge in

songs and dances, but who don't, and their
presence is a nuisance, because they delay
the very slight action of the play proper.
Besides they are connected with the story
in such a slov» ily way that they could be
chopped out without the least difficulty.
If they failed to show up at the evening
performance no wit would be necessary to
explain their absence.
Perhaps the best feature of "A House of

Cards" is Miss Maxine Elliott. Her part is
not a very good one, for she is called upon
to be little more than a well-dressed non¬

entity. But she is charming. Her voice is
sweet as music, her gestures graceful and
she is delightfully un-stagey. Miss Elliott's)
improvement continues all the time, and sha
has become an actress of whom any man¬

ager might justifiably feel proud. Mlsa
Henrietta Crosman, who is beginning to

look very much like May Irwin, as far as

sylph-like proportions go, is exceedingly
heavy as the nearly naughty Gwynne. The
illusion of the role she manages to lose en¬

tirely. Mrs. Thomas Barry as the New¬

port lady Is lacking in refinement, and
Miss Kate Lester is wanting in humor.

The two senseless damsels' roles, entrusted
to Kate Oesterle and Maud Monroe, fare
well at Miss Oesterle's hands only.
Frank Worthing, as John Drew, shows

how destitute he is of the happy touch-and-
go qualities that the gentleman with the

glossy hair and the comedy nose has made
famous. Worthing plays his part well, but

there is no magnetism about his^ person¬
ality. What he does, he does with hard
and conscientious effort. Grant Stewart, as

a nobleman who comes to grief with the

ends of his sentences, will amuse you. The

part is a funny one. It is the only really
unusual role in the play. A dreadful per¬

son called Campbell Gollan makes you

wonder why Gwynne had such a hankering
for that fatal yacht. Frazer Coulter and

Edgar Davenport set nothing on fire, but

labor pleasantly and Inoffensively. The

person I like best In this play is Mary
Sprague. She never appears. She is the

spectre of the wronged lady, and she is

sensible, for she keeps out of sight and out

of hearing. If she could only persuade a

few of her associates to do likewise!
ALAN DALB.

Glad to Meet Her.
[Jacksonville Times-Union.]

Uncle Steve Melton is famous in Jacksonvil*
for his liberal disposition of charity and "cuss'1
words. He does not use "cuss" words iu a pro-
faue way, but simply as a matter of economic!.
He finds in his house that he can get mom

work out of his colored assistants when ho uset
forcible expletives.
Some months ago a friend came to him and

aald: "A friend of mine, a very wealthy Cuban
gentleman, is coming to this country to start a

large cigar factory. He does not speak a word o,C
Wn^iiHh and his desire is to rent a room in soma

fiunilv where English alone is spoken, In ordetf
that he may master the language."
"Let him come up to my house, said unci*,

Steve bluffly, and so the arrangement was marte.

After having been there about a month, tne

foreign gentleman was Introduced to a lady. Ha
tx>wed low, with his hat hand over his heart, and

"Ah, senora! I'm damned if I alnt glad to
meet you!"

Gone Home.
[Chicago Tribune.]

A wealthy Japanese gentleman who came to

this countrv a few weeks ago to study its
civilization has seen one lynching, watched a

football game, attended a meeting of the cni-

oago Citv Council, witnessed au afternoon ses¬

sion of tho Kentucky Legislature#, an®

smarted back to Japan.


